
From the Editor’s
Desk...
To Our Faithful Audience,

Hold onto your hats, Arcadia Scarlet
Knights and Beavers, this issue is going
to make your day. As you can tell, we have
the whole presidential thing under con-
trol, and it looks like I will not have to eat
the words I wrote about Obama winning.

I know everyone is probably tired of
the election, and so are we. Thankfully,
this is the last of it until another four
years. Make sure to check out this week’s
feature story on the new University
Commons. Our very own Tim
McLaughlin landed an interview with the
head architect of the project, and in the
process, landed us some exclusive pics as
well. 

We also have an article from London
this week from foreign correspondent Jen
Pacheco. And, perhaps best of all, we
have a High School Musical 3 review (I
was convinced I was going to cancel the
issue unless I got one). So kick back,
relax, and enjoy this week’s Tower.
Until our next installment,

Tyler Peckham
Editor-in-Chief

Corrections:

None to mention.
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Send us a letter to the
editor. Letters to the edi-
tor can be sent three
exciting ways:

-Drop it off at The
Tower’s mailbox by

hand at the Student
Activities Office in
Thomas Hall.
-Email them to 
Arcadia Tower@gmail.
com.

-Email directly to the 
editor at
peckht94@arcadia.edu.

Letters should be
under 200 words (250
max). Give us your
compliments, com-
plaints, or  reactions to
specific articles. Make
sure to leave your name,
and preferably your
class year as well.
Faculty are also encour-
aged to participate. We
rely on your reaction to
know what to change
and what to keep doing.
Come on, I know some-
one out there is getting
riled up about our “liber-
al bias.”

Complaints?
Complements?
Send us Your

Thoughts!

For as long as I shall live,  I
will remember where I stood on
November 4th, 2008. I will
remember how I clenched my
teeth as I flipped through news
stations that reported different
electoral vote winnings. Forever
will I remember seeing the smile
of a man whose visage reflects
my own and who stood proud
before a country he was destined
to lead. And I will always
remember the moment in history
that will change American socie-
ty -- whether she's prepared or
not.

When I watched the celebra-
tions around the world as people
celebrated a deserved victory, I
was speechless. What could I say
that would express the joy that
enveloped me at that momentous
time? What could I say that
would equate the humongous
sigh of relief I felt? What words
could compare to the amount of
honor I felt for the hundreds of
ancestors who died and fought so

that one day something of this
magnitude could happen? There
are no words to match this tri-
umph and I'm thankful for the
silence. The silence has helped
me to examine the enormity of
Obama's success, not just for
himself but others alike.

There are many citizens that
have worked earnestly to erase
this day in history and all that
accompanies it. One element that
can not be erased is the ethnicity
of the president-elect. I hate to
burst the bubble but, let's face
it…this is a race thing. It's a race
thing because as soon as Obama
mentions the melanin in his skin,
he's accused of playing the race
card. It's a race thing because as
soon as Obama announced his
intent to campaign, that's all
media agencies could talk about.
It's a race thing because, for the
millions of voters who voted for
Obama, there are millions who
did not -- because of his race.
Understand that in a nation
where the idea of race and status
was birthed, we can not escape
those histories.

What we can do is be proud
of a nation that, amidst all of its
transgressions, elects someone
who they truly believe can get
the job done. We can be proud of
a black man who has not lived up
to the emasculating stereotypes
of the media, rather he has
exceeded some of our wildest

dreams. We can be hopeful that
he will make such a deep impres-
sion on American politics and
the folks in Washington that
they'll name a building after him.
We can believe in the promise
for a better tomorrow and devote
ourselves to doing our part. After
all, politics is supposed to be
about the people.

While we count down the
glorious days until Bush is out of
town and back in the Lone Star
state, many of us can only imag-
ine the perils that Obama will
face in the coming days, months,
and years. If he chooses the
wrong dog for little Sasha, he'll
never hear the end of it. If Malia
matures during their time at the
White House, the world will
speculate on her future. And if
Obama does not live up to the
expectations set before him, the
world will not forgive him. For
the sake of young black
Americans who live in the age of
racism 2.0, where we are asked
to be more “Obama-like”, push-
ing our blackness aside to please
our threatened white counter-
parts, we need him to be the
change. We hope that he does not
bring more shame to a group
that, for centuries, lived beneath
a permanent cloak of such. We
hope most off all that the next
president, Barack Obama, just
proves us all right.

New Age, New Era: A Black President

By MAYA STEWART
News Editor

Superstar singer Mariah
Carey decided not to belt out an
intimate high note with
boyfriend Nick Cannon until
after they were married. Carey
made the decision to wait for the
special night to give her all to
celeb Nick Cannon. 

She revealed to London's
Daily Mirror newspaper saying
“It's not that we had no intimacy,
we just didn't have complete
intimacy. It's just me, and my
feelings. I definitely won't want
to push it on anybody else. But
we both have similar beliefs, and
I just thought that it would be so
much more special if we waited
until after we were married. And
it was, and it still is.” The couple
tied the knot back in April in the
Bahamas after their two-month
romance. Looks like Mr. Cannon
didn't have to wait that long! 

Carey insists that she want-
ed to wait until they took their
relationship to the next level
before she got it on with her
man. The pair met back in 2005,
but at the time they were both
dating other people. They met
again a few years later on the
singer's video shoot. Maybe it
was just meant to be, and the
long two month wait is finally
over! 

-Elishia Peterson

Yes, the Presidential
election is over, but that
doesn't mean we still can't
have a little fun about a spe-
cial candidate. It's been a
long road for McCain and
during his campaigning he
couldn't stop using a certain
f-word. It's not the one you
are thinking of. The word
McCain repeatedly destroyed
was the word fight! A video
that online newspaper The
Huffington Post presented
was a minute piece of how
many times the senator said
fight. The video shows the
white haired gentleman
claiming that he intends to
fight during the election. “I
am an American and I
choose to fight” or “I'm not
afraid of the fight” were his
choice of words at almost
every appearance he made.
The hilarious video shows
McCain saying the word
fight, fight, fight, back to
back like he's a tape
recorder. McCain may have
intended to be a fighter, fight
the fight, and win the fight,
but he lost, lost, lost! Let's
see if he can make a speech
using the horrifying L-word.
Nah, he'd probably rather go
out fighting!     

-Elishia Peterson  

Mariah Carey
Consimates

Marriage with
Class

McCain
Fights Until

the Very End When morbidly obese Jose Luis Garza asked for help in losing weight,
he may have gotten a little bit more than he bargained for. Garza relieved
advice from not just any personal trainer, but none other than the World's
Largest Man, Manuel Uribe.

Both men come from Mexico, and both are currently bedridden and
unable to move due to their conditions. In 2006 Uribe won his infamous
title in the Guiness Book of World Records by weighing in at 1,230
pounds.

So why would Uribe, the reigning world champ of largeness, offer help
to Garza? Since winning the title Uribe has lost over 500 pounds with the
help of his wife, Claudia Solis. To encourage fellow overweight compatriot,
Uribe sent his wife to Garza's house with fresh fruit and protein supple-
ments to help in his weight loss.

Although Garza has always been overweight, he really started packing
on the pounds after the death of his parents nine months ago. Although
there has been no word on the status of either of these Mexican heavy-
weights, it seems they are on the right track. Maybe someday they'll be able
to meet in person, and I mean without the use of cranes or beds with
wheels.

-Tyler Peckham

World’s Largest Man Shares the
Love

Two 19-year-olds from India got a shot many can only dream of: time
with Major League Baseball pitching scouts. Ricku Singh and Dinesh Patel
won a reality show in India called "Million Dollar Arm," which will land
them time with the professional scouts. Both players knew very little about
baseball or American culture in general before the contest, but judging by
their pitching, it was hard to tell that they hadn't picked up a baseball before
the reality show.

Singh clocked in at 89-90 per hour throwing a split-finger changeup as
well as some different breaking balls. Patel hit the low 90's with a circle
changeup. Both players were considered very raw in their style, but show
promise in eventually being able to pitch professionally.

Many teams are intrigued by these to Indian phenoms from around the
league, with representatives of the Red Sox, Indians, and Diamondbacks,
among others, taking notice. I'm pretty sure even a contract in the minor
leagues beats out the around $25 a month that Singh and Patel said they
made before winning the contest.

-Tyler Peckham

Indian Reality Show Gives Once in
A Lifetime Shot at the Big Leagues
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