
It began on the night of the Vice Presidential
debates. I was watching them with some real enthu-
siasts for Barack Obama, most of them Arcadia stu-
dents. As Arcadia is a very liberal college, it should
come as no surprise that many students enjoy get-
ting together to watch the weekly debates. It might
have something to do with the constant entertain-
ment provided, especially when the lovely Alaskan
Governor, Sarah Palin, makes a spectacle of herself,
as she always seems to do, no matter if you're on
Barack Obama or John McCain's side. I agree that
the American people like to be able to relate to their
government officials; however, I don't think we
want someone who describes the average American
male to be “Joe Six-Pack”, as the candidate for Vice
President. 

Mary Cracolice,
our hostess, began
discussing Obama's
big visit to our own
Abington High
School the following
day. I was really look-
ing forward to going,
but faced with the
choice of missing
classes, and being
that I'm a very stu-
dious young woman,
I decided I couldn't
go. As my night wore
on I began to see
Facebook statuses
informing me of how
many of my Arcadia
friends would be going to this once in a lifetime
opportunity. As someone who never misses a gold-
en opportunity when it's presented, I grabbed at my
second chance to go. So there I was at two in the
morning, running around charging my camera and
deciding what to wear. I thought to myself, “You
never know you might get to meet him”. I frantical-
ly called my mom, telling her the exciting news, and
she brought to light the fact that if it was two-thirty
am, perhaps I should try and rest; I agreed since we
were leaving at six-thirty am. 

My Manor girls and I were up before the sun
rose and were on our way to Abington High School.
Of course we stopped for some coffee and stereo-
typically found Dunkin Donuts full of police offi-
cers dressed in their very best, undoubtedly in case
Obama stopped in to join them for a donut.  As we
parked and began walking down the hill we found
that we made it at a pretty decent time of 7am. Yes,
it was an ungodly hour to any young student but
there were some Arcadia students, such as Libby
Kimport and company that arrived around 4am, and
had made a little camp-out adventure of it. 

Very excited, we took our place in-line about
one hundred yards from the gate. Now all we had to
do was wait two more hours before we could enter
the gates at 9am. As time went by, we watched secu-
rity setting up metal detectors and saw the masses of
people grow into the hundreds that attended. We
may have been sleep deprived, but we were certain-
ly glad to have arrived early enough to make it
through the gates shortly after 9am. As we were all
herded through security, it felt like the hours of
waiting would all be worth it. As our group made its
way to the right side of the stage I began to shoot all
the different camera angels of the podium so that
when Obama was center stage I would be ready. Of
course, that wouldn't be for another two hours since
he wouldn't speak until 11am.  

Meanwhile, I would have to work to keep my
prime spot from
all the late
arrivals trying to
shove their chil-
dren, armed with
their cameras, in
front of me and
my friends.
That's one thing I
learned: don't

mess with amped up college students at an Obama
rally. As we all watched the ever-growing line of
people on the outside, we counted ourselves as the
lucky ones. One minute it seemed that the huge field
was wide open and the next there were crowds of
people who had been packed in behind us. You
could begin to feel the intensity of the eager crowd.
I was beyond content. I thought this man could be
the next President of my country, and I was going to
be right there in the front row to hear his promises
of a better future for my country.

As the final hour came about, we couldn't
believe it had been four long hours since our adven-
ture started. We were tired and ready to see Obama!
When vans and buses started pulling up, the crowd

began to go
insane. We heard
speeches from
several Obama
campaign mem-
bers and
Abington's repre-
sentatives. A ten
year old girl even
led the whole
audience in the
Pledge of
Allegiance. 

It was a heart
pounding moment
when security
finally led a smil-
ing Obama up to
the podium on my
side of the stage.

The people began cheering for Obama; it was like
an adrenaline rush. I went crazy taking his picture
and joining in the Obama chant. As he started to
speak, the crowd slowly quieted their excitement.
Every time Obama mentioned making college more
affordable the groups of Arcadia students, placed
throughout the waves of people, could be heard
above all others. I found myself hanging on his
every word and felt like he was speaking directly to
me. Being an Arcadia student, I especially felt the
pains of tuition prices.

After his speech, Obama made his way around
the barricade, shaking hands with people in the front
of the blockade. Suddenly the hundreds of people
behind us where pushing us forward and we were
lucky to have an arm hanging over ready to catch
his hand. A friend of mine, Kelly Parmiter, President
of Pride at Arcadia, was enthralled to have fought
her way through the people and was front and cen-
ter when Obama came around to shake our hands.
She recounts her personal moment with Obama,
“When he finally got around to us, and he shook my
hand, I held on a little longer than I should have so
he would look at me. He did, and I pointed to him
and said, 'You need to focus on LGBT issues!' He
looked directly into my eyes and said, 'You got it'. I
know, I know, it doesn't seem that big, but to me, it
was huge.” 

I vaguely recall my handshake with Obama; it
seemed to last forever, yet I know it happened more
quickly than I thought. Right after his hand gently
slipped out of mine and he was onto the next person,
I just stood, stunned, and stared at my friend and we
both just screamed and jumped up and down with
tremendous excitement. It was most definitely with
a feeling of having just experienced a once in a life-
time event that can hardly be described. I personal-
ly will never forget the ridiculous softness of
Obama's hands, and how I felt as he had been speak-
ing genuinely to his people.
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Since we were all little
kids, we have heard our par-
ents, principals, and teachers
preach, “You have to be ready
for the 'real world' because it is
going to be a lot harder than
you think.”  The problem is
that when our parents, princi-
pals, and teachers were giving
this gloomy speech years ago
they had no idea of the dire sit-
uation this country would be
currently facing.  Not one of
our elders who gave us this
lecture encountered the same
type of pressure and uncertain-
ty when they made the transition
from being a college student to
entering the workplace, and they
can not fully understand what we
are soon going to experience.   

Young people never seem to
get the respect they deserve in
society.  One example is the cur-
rent presidential polls; cell
phones are never called for
polling when it is known that
90% of people that are twenty-
five and younger do not have a
land line.  Our opinion and out-
look is too often overlooked.
Many people from the older gen-
eration feel we do not have the
knowledge or experience to solve
problems, when in reality we are
going to be the ones who are
going to be responsible for fixing
the problems placed upon us by
previous generations. These same
people do not complain when it is
us young Americans who pay
into their social security system.
We pay but, more than likely,
when it is our turn to collect
social security forty years from
now it will not be there because
of more careless mistakes by pre-
vious generations.  

Essentially, the old people
messed up and we are the only
ones who are going to be able
turn this around because it is not,
by any stretch of the imagination,
an overnight process.  It is going
to take many years for a complete
recovery.  We have had no say in
the horrible, crippling decisions
that have been continually made
in our political and economic sys-
tem, but now as we all get ready
to go out and attempt to get jobs,
buy houses and cars, and begin
our life in the 'real world', we are
going to be the ones suffering the
consequences of countless mis-
takes.  It's not fair, but it's fact.

Under the George W.
Bush administration, our country
has borrowed hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars from nations in
the same fashion as a college kid
asking a friend for five bucks at
Wawa.  “Borrow and spend”
should have been the slogan for
this administration.  Running the
country on a credit card has put
us in incomprehensible debt, and
made us extremely dependent on
foreign nations' economies.
Currently, our nation is in debt at
an estimated $10.2 trillion and
the deficit has grown on average
$3.3 billion a day since
September of last year according

to US News & World Report.
With that being said, where

is the money for the new $700
billion plus bailout, just passed
by the government, going to
come from?  The only two
options available include taking
the hit now and pay as we go with
the necessary evil of taxes.  The
other option is if the government
continues to plan on borrowing
money from other nations, like
China, in an effort to pay for the
plan and put the country in an
even weaker economic situation
than we already currently face.
Regardless, the people who will
have to pay the bulk of all this
debt directly in taxes, or indirect-
ly in an even more unstable econ-
omy, are the people who will be
around the longest, us, the young
people.  When previous genera-
tions bought their first house they
were not under anything close to
the scrutiny we will soon be
under.  It was much easier to
“grow up” and start your own life
back then. 

According to Monster.com,
60 percent of today's college
graduates move home with their
parents after graduation and that
number is going to continue to
rise.  It is very possible that inter-
est rates will sky rocket even
higher than they currently are on
credit cards, car payments, stu-
dent loans, and house mortgages.
With all the analysis that the eco-
nomic and political “experts” lay
out there, the simple fact is the
American people are going to
have to pay the consequences for
the mistakes.  If a sports team
makes a ton of mistakes during a
game, they lose.  We, as a coun-
try, have made a ton of mistakes
and we have lost.  Once we real-
ize this fact, we can begin the
healing process and fix this coun-
try and restore its reputation as
the greatest, most powerful,
wealthiest country in the world.

Our generation has the bur-
den of dealing with consequences
of this problem and the responsi-
bility to be an active part in fixing
the problem.  We are the hope for
the future.  Once again it might
not be fair, but it is fact. 

Opinion: We Always Pay
for their Mistakes
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